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The Genocide Studies Program

MacMillan Center for International and Area Studies
Yale University
2007-08 Annual Report

Yale University has hosted intensive work in the field of Genocide Studies for fourteen years. The Genocide Studies Program (GSP) grew out of the Cambodian Genocide Program (CGP), established in 1994 at the Yale Center for International and Area Studies (YCIAS), now the MacMillan Center. Formally established at YCIAS in January 1998, the GSP has expanded this work by conducting research, seminars and colloquia on comparative, interdisciplinary, and policy issues relating to genocide. The GSP, an affiliate of the Yale Institute for Biospheric Studies and sponsored by the Orville H. Schell, Jr. Center for International Human Rights at Yale Law School, conducts six research projects and holds weekly faculty seminars at Yale’s Institution on Social and Policy Studies and maintains a highly-acclaimed multi-lingual website www.yale.edu/gsp 

The GSP Steering Committee now comprises:

Ben Kiernan (A.Whitney Griswold Professor of History, Professor of International and Area Studies, Yale), Director

Professor Dori Laub (Psychiatry,Yale), Deputy Director (Trauma Studies)

Professor Ivo Banac (History, Yale) 

Professor Kai Erikson (Sociology, Yale) 

Professor Geoffrey Hartman (Comparative Literature, Yale)

Professor Paula Hyman (History/Judaic Studies, Yale)

Professor Claude Rawson (English, Yale)                                

Professor James C. Scott (Political Science/Anthropology, Yale) 

Professor Timothy Snyder (History, Yale)

Professor Jay Winter (History, Yale) 
Professor Susan Cook (University of Pretoria, South Africa)

Professor Debórah Dwork (Director, Strassler Family Center for

            Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Clark University) 

Dr. Maryam Elahi (Director emerita, Human Rights Program, Trinity College) 

Staff and Consultants

GSP staff and consultants in 2007-08 included Barbara Papacoda (Business Manager), Abraham Parrish and Stacey Maples (mapping databases), Russell Schimmer (Geographic Information Systems), and Molly Simpson (website). 
We wish to thank Frederick J. Iseman, Esq.; Prof. Ian Shapiro, the MacMillan Center’s Henry Luce Director; and the Center for Earth Observation, especially Professor Ron Smith, Laurent Bonneau, and Roland A. Geerken, for their support of the GSP’s work; and the Institution on Social and Policy Studies for hosting the weekly GSP seminar program since 2001.
New GSP Books and Working Papers
GSP Director Ben Kiernan published two new books in 2007-08. These are Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide and Extermination from Sparta to Darfur (New Haven, Yale University Press, 2007); and Genocide and Resistance in Southeast Asia: Documentation, Denial and Justice in Cambodia and East Timor (New Brunswick, Transaction Books, 2008). 

During the year the GSP also published its 35th and 36th Working Papers. These are Abduction and Multiple Killings of Aborigines in Tasmania, 1804-1835, by Lyndall Ryan (no. 35, 2007), and Tracking the Genocide in Darfur: Population Displacement as Recorded by Remote Sensing by Russell Schimmer (no. 36, 2008). These and earlier Working Papers are available online at www.yale.edu/gsp/publications .
The Genocide Studies Seminar Series, fall 2007/spring 2008

With renewed support from the MacMillan Center and the Edward J. and Dorothy Clarke Kempf Fund, the GSP held its twentieth and twenty-first series of GSP seminars since 1998. The theme for the twelve seminars was Genocide: Modern and Contemporary Challenges (see Appendix 1). The GSP has received a grant from the Kempf Fund for a 2008-09 seminar series on Genocide, Rescue and Resistance.
New GSP Research Project on “Rescue”

In 2008, in collaboration with the Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics at the Institution on Social and Political Studies, the GSP launched its sixth research project, on rescuers of genocide victims. It co-organized a one-day interdisciplinary colloquium on May 6, 2008, entitled “Rescuers of Genocide Victims: Research Perspectives for the Future.” The GSP now conducts the following projects on various cases or aspects of genocide:

1. The Cambodian Genocide Program, 

2. The Yale East Timor Project, 

3. The Rwandan Genocide Project,  

4. The Colonial Genocides Project, and

5. The Holocaust Trauma Project

6. The Genocide Rescuers’ Project

The GSP website includes products of these and other GSP projects at www.yale.edu/gsp 
During 2007-08, with the help of Abraham Parrish and Stacey Maples of the Sterling Library’s Map Department, the GSP updated and enhanced its interactive Cambodian Geographic Database (CGEO), adding a very detailed large scale 1960s US Army map of Cambodia showing its topography and villages before the genocide of 1975-79. 
New GSP Grant
In 2007-08, the Jocarno Fund again renewed its longstanding support for the GSP. The Jocarno Fund has been instrumental in the GSP East Timor Project’s work since its 2001 inception. With its help, the GSP website now features translations of our webpages in Armenian, French, German, Bahasa Indonesia, Khmer, Tetum, Thai, Italian, and Japanese. We are commissioning translations into Chinese, Russian and Vietnamese. 
GSP Director’s Activities, 2007-08
Ben Kiernan was elected a member of the Advisory Council of the International Association of Genocide Scholars for 2007-09. On May 30, 2008, the Independent Publishers Association awarded his book Blood and Soil the 2008 gold medal for the best book in History. In 2007-08 he served as a member of the Editorial Boards of the journals Genocide Studies and Prevention, Journal of Genocide Research, Zeitschrift für Genozidforschung, Critical Asian Studies, and Human Rights Review.
GSP Director’s Publications, 2007-08
Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide and Extermination from Sparta to Darfur (New Haven, Yale University Press, 2007). 
Genocide and Resistance in Southeast Asia: Documentation, Denial and Justice in Cambodia and East Timor (Transaction, 2008) 

"Serial Colonialism and Genocide in Nineteenth-Century Cambodia," in Empire, Colony, Genocide: Conquest, Occupation and Subaltern Resistance in World History, edited by A. Dirk Moses, New York, Berghahn Books, 2008, pp. 205-228. 

“Documentation Delayed, Justice Denied: The Historiography of the Cambodian Genocide,” in Dan Stone, ed., The Historiography of Genocide, Palgrave, New York, 2008, ch. 18, pp. 468-86. 

Preface to the Third Edition of Ben Kiernan, The Pol Pot Regime: Race, Power and Genocide in Cambodia under the Khmer Rouge, 1975-79 (Yale UP, 2008), pp. ix-xxiii.

“Foreword” to Dancing in Shadows: Sihanouk, the Khmer Rouge, and the United Nations in Cambodia, by Benny Widyono (Lanham, Md., Rowman and Littlefield, 2008), xvii-xxvi.
“From Sparta to Darfur: A Long History of Genocide,” interview with Jerry Fowler, Committee on Conscience, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Sept. 27, 2007
“Blood and Soil: the global history of genocide,” openDemocracy, Oct. 11, 2007

“Pakistan: Cost of a Genocide Ignored,” Australian Literary Review, Dec. 5, 2007 

“Iraq, More Cambodia than Vietnam” (with Taylor Owen), Overland, Melbourne, no. 190, 2008, 51-55.

“Manne of Influence: Wilfred Burchett and Australia’s Long Cold War” (co-author), Online Opinion (Australia), July 4, 2008. 
In Press:
“Sihanouk and Cambodia, 1954-62: Between the U.S. and China, Left and Right, and the Two Genevas,” in Christopher E. Goscha, ed., L’Indochine entre les deux accords de Genève (1954-1962): L’échec de la paix ?, Paris, Indes Savantes, 2008.

“Hitler, Pol Pot, and Hutu Power: Common Themes in Genocidal Ideologies,” in Alan Rosenbaum, ed., Is the Holocaust Unique ?, Third Edition, Perseus Books, 2008.

“From Colonial Catastrophes to International Relief and Reform: The Irish Famine, the Belgian Congo, and the Rise of International Human Rights Campaigns,” to be published in 2009 the proceedings of the 2007 Global Conference on Genocide Prevention, Montreal, McGill University Law School. 
GSP Director’s Public Presentations, 2007-08
“Blood and Soil,” lecture at the Harvard Book Store, September 28, 2007.

“Genocide in History,” opening address to the Global Conference on Prevention of Genocide, McGill University, Montreal, October 12, 2007. 

“Writing a History of Vietnam since Earliest Times,” presentation to the Southeast Asia Council seminar series, October 17, 2007. 

“Genocide in History,” presentation on a panel on Genocide Prevention at the International Law Weekend, New York Bar Association, October 27, 2007.

“The Demography of Genocide in Southeast Asia,” presentation to the Demography Seminar, Institution on Social and Policy Studies, Yale University, November 2, 2007.

“Genocide in World History,” Friends of the College of Arts and Sciences Lecture Series, University of Oklahoma, Norman, November 5, 2007.

“Genocide in World History,” lecture to Yale Club of New Haven, November 13, 2007.

“The Cambodian Genocide in the Global History of Genocide,” public lecture, History Department, Fairfield University, November 28, 2007.

“Pakistan and the Spread of Genocide: From Bangladesh to Baghdad, via Darfur,” presentation to the Yale World Fellows Program, November 30, 2007. 
“Genocide in World History,” Southern Connecticut State University, April 25, 2008.

Panel Presentations: 
“Hate Speech and Genocide,” at the Yale Graduate School forum on “The History of Hate,” Dec. 4, 2007.

Can We Stop the Killing ? A look at the role of the media and arts in trying to stop genocide and other global atrocities, New York University Law School, Feb. 19, 2008.
Can the West Stop Genocide ? Times Center, New York Times Panel, May 6, 2008. 
GSP Visiting Fellows
GSP Visiting Fellow Socheata Poeuv presented “What Does it Take to Heal? Finding Love, Joy and Pardon after the Cambodian Genocide” to the Southeast Asia Council at the MacMillan Center on October 10, 2007, and gave a second presentation at Yale Law School. Her prize-winning film New Year Baby was shown on PBS television on May 27, 2008. Ms. Poeuv launched her project Khmer Legacies, to assist Khmer youth in the US to interview their parents on videotape about their experiences during the Pol Pot regime. She was featured in the New York Times Magazine. 

Dr. Lyndall Ryan, author of The Aboriginal Tasmanians and Honorary Conjoint Professor in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, Faculty of Education & Arts, University of Newcastle, New South Wales, Australia, was a GSP Visiting Fellow for the fall of 2007. She published a GSP Working Paper and presented a seminar on “Colonialism, Modernity, and Massacre in Nineteenth-Century Tasmania.”
GSP Visiting Fellow Serena Giordano served as commentator for the presentation “Surviving the Massacre of Srebrenica: Oral Histories,” by Prof. Selma Leydesdorff of the University of Amsterdam. She returned briefly to the State University of Milan to successfully defend her PhD dissertation, La nozione di genocidio nella giurisprudenza dei Tribunali penali intenazionali (“The Notion of Genocide in International Criminal Tribunals Case Law”), School of Law, State University of Milan, April 2008, 279 pp.

Appendix 1: GSP seminars 2007-08

“Modern Genocide and Contemporary Challenges”
Fall 2007
In Memoriam: Eric Markusen
	September 27
	Jacques Semelin, CNRS, Paris, author, Purify and Destroy
"Understanding Massacre? Exploring the Genocidal Process in the Holocaust, Rwanda, and Bosnia"

	October 10
(N.B. Wed. noon, 
Rm. 203 Luce Hall)
	Socheata Poeuv, Executive Director, Khmer Legacies 
"What Does it Take to Heal? Finding
Love, Joy and Pardon after the
Cambodian Genocide"
(co-sponsored by the Council on Southeast Asia Studies)

	October 11 
	Mette Bastholm Jensen, author, Solidarity in Action
"Rescue Efforts in Nazi-occupied Denmark and the Netherlands: A Comparison"

	October 18
	Prof. Lyndall Ryan, History, University of Newcastle, Australia, author, The Aboriginal Tasmanians
"Colonization, Modernity, and Massacre in 19th Century Tasmania"

	October 25
	Gregory Stanton, President, International Association of Genocide Scholars, Farmer Professor of Human Rights, University of Mary Washington 
"Practicing Genocide Prevention: Law, Scholarship, and Activism"

	November 15
	Andrew McWilliam, Anthropology, Australian National University
"East Timor after the Indonesian Occupation: Traditional Healing and Medical Pluralism" 


Spring 2008 Genocide Studies Seminars
	January 31
	“Darfur: Failure without End” 
Eric Reeves, Smith College, author of 
A Long Day’s Dying: Critical Moments in the Darfur Genocide

Commentator: David Simon, Political Science and African Studies, Yale (co-sponsored by Council on African Studies)

	February 7
	“Surviving the Massacre of Srebrenica: Oral Histories”
Prof. Selma Leydesdorff, Department of Arts, Religion and Culture, Universiteit van Amsterdam. 

Commentator: Serena Giordano, State University of Milan 

	February 21
	“Turkish Denial as a National Security Concept”
Prof. Taner Akçam, University of Minnesota, author of A Shameful Act 

	March 6 
	“Agencies and Mechanisms of the Stalin Purges”
Prof. Stephen G. Wheatcroft, History, University of Melbourne, coauthor, The Years of Hunger: Soviet Agriculture, 1931-33 

Commentator: Sarah Cameron, History, Yale

	April 10
	The Question of Genocide in Native American History  
Prof. Kirk Davis Swinehart, History, Wesleyan University
“George Washington’s War against the Iroquois”

Commentator: Prof. Alyssa Mt. Pleasant, History, Yale

	April 17
	“Cambodia: from the 1990s to the Khmer Rouge Tribunal – An Update” 
Prof. Benny Widyono, Economics, University of Connecticut, Stamford, author of Dancing in Shadows: Sihanouk, the Khmer Rouge, and the United Nations in Cambodia


GSP Visiting Fellows, 2007-08: 
Serena Giordano, State University of Milan, Italy
Socheata Poeuv, Khmer Legacies, New Haven
Prof. Lyndall Ryan, University of Newcastle, Australia (fall 2007) 

