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In December 1996 the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Inc., awarded a grant of $150,000 to the Genocide Studies Program at the Yale Center for International and Area Studies, to host a Sawyer Seminar Series on Genocide during 1998 and 1999. With accrued annual interest, this grant grew to a total of $171,081.03. The Foundation awarded no-cost extensions to enable funds to be expended until December 31, 2001.

Institutional Structure

The major components of the Sawyer Seminar Series on Genocide Studies in 1998-2001 have included bi-weekly and weekly faculty seminars on Genocide. These also served as the framework for six new graduate courses on the history of genocide; a postdoctoral fellowship on comparative genocide; and graduate student research and writing fellowships on subjects concerning different aspects of genocide. In this period the Genocide Studies Program has also launched a multifaceted World Wide Website (www.yale.edu/gsp), organized two international conferences, and published twenty-two Working Papers on topics related to genocide. 


Professor Ben Kiernan has organized and directed the GSP and the Sawyer Seminar Series, which have also benefitted from the oversight of a strong faculty Steering Committee comprising Professors Ivo Banac (History), Kai Erikson (Sociology), Geoffrey Hartman (Comparative Literature), Paula Hyman (Judaic Studies/History), Dori Laub (Psychiatry), James C. Scott (Political Science/Anthropology), Jay Winter (History), Susan E. Cook (Anthropology/Brown University) and Debórah Dwork (Director, Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Clark University). Professor Laub, GSP Deputy Director for Trauma Studies, served as Acting Director during Professor Kiernan’s research leave in 2000.  Mr. Charles Mironko served as Associate Director of the Sawyer Seminar Series and related GSP activities for 1999-2000.  Ms. Barbara Papacoda is the GSP Administrative Associate. 
Seminars 

The first four semesters of the weekly interdisciplinary Sawyer Seminar on Genocide were organized by Professor Kiernan in 1998 and 1999. The themes for each semester were: 

(1) Analysis and Description of Genocide 

(2) Recording and Documentation of Genocide 

(3) Transition and Recovery, and 

(4) Detection and Prevention. 

In 2000, Professor Laub organized two series of seminars: 

5) Genocide and the Disciplines, and 

6) Shattered Places: Case Studies of Genocide. 

Professor Kiernan then held another two semesters of the Sawyer Seminar in 2001: 

7) Resistance to Genocide, and 

8) Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing

and in the spring semester of 2002,


9) Life after Genocide

The Speakers’ Program for each of the nine semesters is attached. These seminars are open to the faculty and graduate community at Yale. 

Graduate Courses

A select number of graduate students have enrolled in six courses held in conjunction with six of the Sawyer Seminar Series in 1998, 1999, and 2001. The courses taught to date include: Genocide: History and Theory (History 980b, Spring 1998); Genocide: Sources and Evidence (History 981a, Fall 1998); Transition and Recovery from Genocide (History 982b, Spring 1999); The Prehistory of Genocide: Detection and Prevention (History 983a, Fall 1999); Resistance to Genocide: Carthage to Cambodia (History 984b, Spring 2001). In the fall of 2001, Professor Henry Huttenbach, Editor of the Journal of Genocide Research, came to YCIAS as a Visiting Scholar in Genocide Studies and taught a sixth graduate course on The Theory and Practice of Genocide. Enrollments for the courses have averaged 8-10 graduate students from various disciplines, including History, International Relations, Political Science, Anthropology, Sociology, and the School of Public Health. Students write a research paper of 15-25 pages on a chosen topic related to the theme of the course. Several of excellent quality have been published in the GSP Working Papers series.

The Thursday seminars continue to be well attended, attracting 15-50 faculty, visitors, and graduate students each week.  The tenth consecutive semester of Genocide Seminars will commence in the fall of 2002, on the theme of ‘The Ages of Genocide.’ The Mellon Foundation grant and the Sawyer Seminar Series have thus been instrumental in the establishment of this increasingly permanent feature of YCIAS and Yale’s intellectual life.

Postdoctoral Fellowship

Dr. Edward Kissi of Ghana, the Sawyer Seminar Postdoctoral Fellow in Genocide Studies, arrived at Yale in January 1998 and began working on a book comparing the revolutions in Cambodia and Ethiopia in the 1970s. He completed a ten-week course in the Khmer language at the Southeast Asian Studies Summer Institute (SEASSI) during the summer of 1998, with financial assistance from the Council on Southeast Asia Studies at YCIAS. Dr. Kissi presented a work-in-progress paper to the Sawyer Seminar on 24 September 1998, entitled “The Ethiopian and Cambodian Revolutions: A Historical Comparison.”  He visited Ethiopia for six weeks’ field work in March-April 1999. In the fall of 1999, Dr. Kissi presented another paper to the Sawyer Seminar, entitled “The Dergue: Ethiopia’s Khmer Rouge ?” He has presented papers at several other educational institutions and in 2000 he was appointed adjunct lecturer at Clark University, to teach courses there on the history of genocide under the auspices of the Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies. He finished his manuscript Extreme Revolutions: Genocide in Cambodia and Ethiopia in 2001; it is now being considered for publication by a university press. Dr. Kissi’s Curriculum Vitae and a summary of his recent work is available on the Genocide Studies website under ‘Comparative Research.’

Graduate Student Fellowships


The Genocide Studies Program Steering Committee awarded three Sawyer Seminar graduate student research and writing fellowships. The awards were made to Mr. Curtis W. Lambrecht (Political Science, adviser: Prof. Scott); Ms. Jasmina Besirevic (Sociology, adviser: Prof. Erikson); and Mr. Soner Cagaptay (History, adviser: Prof. Banac). Their dissertation topics focus on Burma, Bosnia, and Turkey and Armenia, respectively. The funds were spent on research and writing during the years 1999-2000 and 2000-2001. The Steering Committee monitored the students' progress in cooperation with their advisers. Two of the three students have presented a paper on his or her work to the Sawyer Seminar Program.  A GSP Working Paper by Mr. Lambrecht, entitled “Grappling with the Concept of Genocide,” was published in the Yale Center for International and Area Studies Working Paper Series (see attached). Mr. Lambrecht, who is currently doing fieldwork in Burma, will present his paper on his research to the Genocide Seminar after his return in the fall of 2002. 


The Steering Committee also awarded a small graduate student stipend of $3,500 to Mr. Charles Mironko (Anthropology) to supplement his stipend of $8,500 for the part-time research/administrative position of Genocide Studies Associate Director during 1999-2000. He used the supplement to pursue his dissertation research on the Rwandan genocide. He also presented a paper, on the Rwandan genocide, to the Genocide Studies seminar.

Publications

A list of the twenty-two Working Papers generated by the Sawyer Seminar Series on Genocide Studies and published to date is attached. Several more have been completed and are currently in press. Topics range from specific case studies of genocide, to general and theoretical reflections. 


Prof. Kiernan is currently writing a history of genocide since 1500. Since 1998, he has published the following work related to the comparative study of genocide:

1. The Cambodian Genocide Data Bases (Cambodian Genocide Program, Yale University, available at www.yale.edu/cgp and on CD-Rom). Version 2.0, Jan. 1999.

2. 'Cambodia', and 'Khmer Rouge', in Microsoft Encarta 2000 Encyclopedia.

3. 'Enver Pasha and Pol Pot: A Comparison of the Cambodian and Armenian Genocides', in Studies in Comparative Genocide, Levon Chorbajian and George Shirinian, eds., Macmillan, London, 1999, pp. 165-181.

4. 'Sur la notion de genocide,' Le Débat (Paris), 104, mars-avril 1999, pp. 179-192; 'Sul concetto di genocidio', I Viaggi di Erodoto, 38/39, giugno-novembre 1999, pp. 4-16; 'Sobre la noció de genocidi,' El Contemporani (Barcelona), 20, gener-abril 2000, pp. 47-54.

5. 'Le communisme raciale des Khmers rouges. Un génocide et son négationnisme: le cas du Cambodge,' Esprit (Paris), no. 252, mai 1999, pp. 93-127.

6. 'Genocide and "Ethnic Cleansing"' in Genozid in der Modernen Geschichte, Stig Forster und Gerhard Hirschfeld (Hrsg.), Jahrbuch fur Historische Friedenforschung, 7, 1998, Munster, LIT, 1999, pp. 35-47.

7. 'Genocide and "Ethnic Cleansing"', in Robert I. Wuthnow, ed., The Encyclopedia of Politics and Religion, Washington, Congressional Quarterly, 1998, pp. 294-299. 

8. ‘Ben Kiernan Replies to Sorpong Peou,’ Holocaust and Genocide Studies, 12:1, 1998.

9. 'The Cambodian Genocide and Its Leaders,' in Israel Charney, ed., The Encyclopedia of Genocide, Oxford, ABC-Clio, 1999, pp. 129-132.

10. ‘Bringing the Khmer Rouge to Justice,’ Human Rights Review, 1, 3, Apr.-Jun. 2000, pp. 92-108; in Catalan, ‘Lliurar els khmers rojos a la justicia,’ El Contemporani, 24, juliol-desembre 2001, pp. 70-78.

11. 'Thy Neighbour's Life,' Bangkok Post, June 4, 2000. 

12. 'Australia's Aboriginal Genocides,' Bangkok Post, September 10, 2000.

13. ‘Australia’s Aboriginal Genocide,’ Yale Journal of Human Rights, 1, 1, spring 2001, pp. 49-56.

14. 'Le génocide cambodgien: la part du racisme,' Histoire, no. 248, novembre 2000, p. 4.

15. ‘Els genocides abans de l’Holocaust,’ El Contemporani, 23, gener-juny 2001, pp. 70-78.

16. 'Myth, Nationalism and Genocide,' Journal of Genocide Research, 3, 2, June 2001, pp. 187-206.

17. ‘The Genocide of Native Americans,’ Bangkok Post, July 29, 2001.

18. 'The Ethnic Element in the Cambodian Genocide,' in Daniel Chirot and Martin E. P. Seligman, eds., Ethnopolitical Warfare: Causes, Consequences, and Possible Solutions, Washington, D.C, American Psychological Association Press, 2001, pp. 83-91.

19. 'Cambogia: Giustizia posposta,' in Storia, verita, giustizia: I crimini del XX secolo, a cura di Marcello Flores, Milano, Bruno Mondadori, 2001, pp. 171-79.

20. 'My Introduction to Genocide,' in Yael Danieli, ed., Sharing the Front Line and the Back Hills: International Protectors and Providers, foreword by Kofi Annan, United Nations/Baywood, 2001, pp. 267-68.

21. 'Comparing Genocides: Some Underlying Themes,' in Rwanda and South Africa in Dialogue: Addressing the Legacies of Genocide and a Crime Against Humanity, C. Villa-Vicencio and T. Savage, eds., Cape Town: Institute for Justice and Reconciliation, 2001, pp. 18-21, 96. 

Website


With the help of YCIAS, the Genocide Studies Program launched its website (www.yale.edu/gsp) in June 1999. It has since been considerably expanded and offers information about topics and electronic copies of papers presented in the Sawyer Seminar Series since January 1998; GSP research-in-progress and publications; genocide documentation training projects; and links to other websites and resources on comparative genocide. 

Other Components of the GSP

The GSP includes the Cambodian Genocide Program, of which Professor Kiernan was founding Director from 1994 to 1999, and the Yale East Timor Project, of which he has served as Convenor since 2000. The CGP established the Documentation Center of Cambodia in Phnom Penh, funded it from 1994-2001, and trained its Cambodian staff, who now run the Center independently. The GSP maintains the CGP’s website which hosts the Cambodian Genocide Data Bases (CGDB), providing international access to 19,000 biographical records on Khmer Rouge officials, 5,000 photographs of their victims, 3,000 bibliographic records and scanned images of internal Khmer Rouge documents, and a large interactive database of maps of Khmer Rouge prisons and killing fields, as well as extensive translations of documents and other publications.

The Yale East Timor Project brings together professionals from the Schools of Law, Medicine, Nursing, Epidemiology and Public Health, and Forestry and Environmental Studies, YCIAS, and Griffin Hospital in Derby, Connecticut, in order to provide public health and development assistance to East Timor in its recovery from 25 years of Indonesian occupation, as well as providing human rights and genocide documentation training. A delegation of ten Yale faculty, Project personnel and graduate students met for a working lunch with UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan in February 2001. With the support of the Open Society Institute of the Soros Foundation, the delegation visited East Timor in March 2001, and met with, among others, President Xanana Gusmao and Mr. Mari Alkatiri, who became Prime Minister after the August 2001 elections organized by the United Nations. 

Documentation Training


The GSP has built on the experience of the CGP. In November-December 2000, the two Programs jointly trained two Rwandan scholars to establish internationally accessible tri-lingual (English, French, and Kinyarwanda) electronic databases on the perpetrators and victims of the genocide of 1994. Preliminary versions of these databases are now accessible online on the GSP website. And in July-August 2001, with the help of a Timorese and two Australian scholars, the GSP provided similar documentation training to 28 survivors of the genocide in East Timor, and developed training manuals in Bahasa Indonesia for future trainees. These training projects were made possible by a research grant from Yale University and grants from the Jocarno Fund, the Kuntstadter Foundation, and the Open Society Institute of the Soros Foundation. Preliminary versions of the East Timor databases will soon be available online.

International Conferences

In August 1999 the GSP co-organized a conference with the Department of History at the University of Melbourne, Australia, on ‘Comparative Famines and Political Killings.’ Topics discussed included the Stalinist famines and purges, the Irish and Scottish famines, the Holocaust, the fate of Australian Aborigines, the Indonesian massacres of 1965-66, Mao’s ‘Great Leap Forward,’ and the Cambodian genocide. Several of the conference papers have been posted on the GSP website and others published as GSP Working Papers. 

The GSP’s second international conference was held in December 2000 in Barcelona, Spain, in collaboration with the Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at Clark University, with funding from the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, Inc.  The topic was ‘Genocide in Comparative Historical Perspective.’ Papers ranged from the Holocaust to the former Yugoslavia, to Japanese War Crimes, to East Timor. Ben Kiernan and Robert Gellately of Clark University have co-edited the proceedings and written an Introduction. The volume is expected to be published in 2002. 

In collaboration with the Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, Resistance and Abolition, the GSP will also publish the papers presented at a comparative forum held at YCIAS in January 2001 on ‘Genocide and Slavery’. Kiernan and Susan E. Cook are also preparing a third GSP volume, entitled Cambodia and Rwanda: Genocide in Central Africa and Southeast Asia. The GSP also co-sponsored with the Lamar Center for the Study of Frontiers and Borders, a symposium on ‘Ethnic Cleansing on the Frontiers of America and Europe,’ in December 2001. The proceedings of this symposium are being prepared for publication by the Lamar Center.

In 2001 Dr. Dori Laub, GSP Deputy Director, launched a longterm research project to assess problems of psychotic Holocaust survivors in Israeli hospitals, with a grant from the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, Inc. 

Sawyer Seminar Series on Genocide Studies
Budget 1998-2001
Income
Grant Amount:



$150,000

Accrued Interest:



$  21,081.03

Total:





$171,081.03

Expenditures (1/98-12/01)



Speakers (honoraria and travel)



$39,642.07



Postdoctoral Fellow: stipend, research travel and health fee
$66,737.04



3 graduate student fellowships



$39,994.90



Associate Director stipend/graduate student fellowship
$12,000.00



Miscellaneous costs: meetings, meals, postage, copying, 

supplies, telephone, etc.



$12,707.02


Total:

          




          
$171,081.03
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