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May 5, 2004

Rep. Henry J. Hyde

Chair, House International Relations Committee

2110 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 20515-1306

Re: House Concurrent Resolution 399

Dear Mr. Henry J. Hyde:

I am sadly disturbed, to say the least, to learn that the House International Relations Committee is reportedly preventing the Resolution in support of a Cambodia tribunal from reaching the House floor for a vote.  May I remind you of a U.S. law.  On March 25, 2004, your own fellow Congresswoman, Ms. Juanita Millender-McDonald, (on behalf of herself, Mr. Rohrabacher, and Mr. Lantos), submitted the Resolution:  In 1991, “former United States Secretary of State James A. Baker, III, stated: ‘Cambodia and the U.S. are both signatories to the Genocide Convention and we will support efforts to bring to justice those responsible for the mass murders of the 1970s if the new Cambodian government chooses to pursue this path'.”  


“After 5 years of negotiations, the United Nations and the Royal Government of Cambodia have agreed to establish a tribunal, the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia for the Prosecution of Crimes Committed during the Period of Democratic Kampuchea, that recognizes Cambodian sovereignty and has jurisdiction under Cambodian law to try those accused of crimes against humanity during the Khmer Rouge regime.” 

“The Cambodian Genocide Justice Act (22 U.S.C. 2656 note) states:  ‘It is the policy of the United States to support efforts to bring to justice members of the Khmer Rouge for their crimes against humanity’ and ‘urges the President to collect, or assist appropriate organizations and individuals to collect relevant data on crimes of genocide committed in Cambodia; . . . to encourage the establishment of a national or international criminal tribunal for the prosecution of those accused of genocide in Cambodia; and . . . to provide such national or international tribunal with information collected pursuant to' the Cambodian Genocide Justice Act….’ 
Like many survivors, I am a living symbol of suffering of innocent war victims.  As a woman and a U.S. citizen, I spent painful years writing my autobiography, 

When Broken Glass Floats: Growing Up Under the Khmer Rouge (W.W. Norton).  
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Since its publication, I have devoted my heart and soul and whatever energy I have, to educating and inspiring our world about the triumph of the human spirit in the worst of times, especially after September 11.  Psychologically and emotionally, it has been quite taxing to speak on such subject.  But as a child survivor and a citizen of this world, I oblige myself to play this role to make a difference.    

Mr. Hyde, it is time−that the remaining top Khmer Rouge leaders be brought to justice for committing crimes against humanity.  Cambodia needs closure and so do survivors in the Khmer diaspora.  Bringing these leaders to justice will be one of the key factors, which I believe, will help us heal.  As a clinical researcher who conducted a major PTSD study on Cambodian subjects for the Khmer Adolescent Project at Oregon Health Sciences University, I have seen continued suffering.  And I am no exception!

“In the bleak days and weeks after September 11, Americans counted the costs in the lost potential of lives cut short, the grief of families and friends and colleagues who survived,” Mary Kay Magistad, an American foreign correspondent, wrote in her candid and moving article (“Playing Pawns”).  “There was the cost to the economy, to a sense of personal security, to national confidence….  America has been lucky, for most of its existence, to have been both powerful and physically buffered by two oceans from potential belligerents.”  

In contrast to the fateful events of September 11, the destructions brought on Cambodia during the Vietnam war, the Khmer Rouge regime, and then the Vietnamese incursion into Cambodia in 1979 were in many folds more devastating.  While Bin Laden is still at large, two of the surviving top Khmer Rouge leaders are already in custody.  You and the Committee members are blessed to have been spared from the brutality and the tyranny innocent Cambodians were forced to endure.  It is your moral responsibility, as the Chair of the Committee, to stop this unwelcoming hindrance to this Resolution, and to do whatever in your power to allow the State Department’s allocated funds of 4 million dollars to support the UN administration of the tribunal.  

To support the Resolution, I promise you I will enlist my fellow survivors, Mr. William Shawcross, and other journalists from the media, such as The World Today, BBC World Service, PBS, and Voice of America.  We survivors will not accept being deprived of justice for the genocide we suffered.

I look forward to your favorable response.  

Yours sincerely,

Chanrithy Him

Cc: Congresswoman Juanita Millender-McDonald

       Rep. Tom Lantos

       Savitri Singh

       Professor Ben Kiernan

