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at Yale University
2010-11 Annual Report

The Cambodian Genocide Program (CGP) was established in 1994 at the Yale Center for International and Area Studies (YCIAS), now the MacMillan Center. Since January 1998, the Genocide Studies Program (GSP) has expanded the CGP’s work into general, comparative, interdisciplinary, and policy issues relating to genocide. Yale University has now hosted intensive work in the field of Genocide Studies for seventeen years (1994-2011). An affiliate of the Yale Institute for Biospheric Studies and sponsored by the Orville H. Schell, Jr. Center for International Human Rights at Yale Law School, the GSP conducts six research projects, holds regular faculty seminars and occasional conferences at Yale’s Institution on Social and Policy Studies, and maintains an award-winning multi-lingual website www.yale.edu/gsp 

In 2010-11, the GSP Steering Committee comprised:

Ben Kiernan (A.Whitney Griswold Professor of History, Professor of International and Area Studies, Yale), Director

Dr. David Simon (Political Science, Yale; Acting GSP Director, 2010-11)

Professor Dori Laub (Psychiatry,Yale), Deputy Director (Trauma Studies)

Professor Ivo Banac (History, Yale) 

Professor Ned Blackhawk (History/American Studies, Yale)

Professor Kai Erikson (Sociology, Yale) 

Professor Geoffrey Hartman (Comparative Literature, Yale)

Professor Paula Hyman (History/Judaic Studies, Yale)

Professor Claude Rawson (English, Yale)                                

Professor James C. Scott (Political Science/Anthropology, Yale) 

Professor Timothy Snyder (History, Yale)

Professor Adam Tooze (History, Yale)

Professor Jay Winter (History, Yale) 
Professor Susan Cook (Phokeng, South Africa)

Professor Debórah Dwork (Director, Strassler Family Center for

            Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Clark University) 

Dr. Maryam Elahi (Director emerita, Human Rights Program, Trinity College) 
Staff, Consultants, and Sponsors
Dr. David Simon served as Acting GSP Director for the academic year 2010-11 while Professor Kiernan was on research leave. Staff and consultants included Barbara Papacoda (Business Manager), Abraham Parrish and Stacey Maples (mapping databases), and Molly Simpson (website). We also wish to thank Frederick J. Iseman, Esq., and Prof. Ian Shapiro, the MacMillan Center’s Henry Luce Director, for their support of the GSP’s work; and the Institution on Social and Policy Studies for hosting the Thursday GSP seminars since 2001.
GSP Books and Other Publications
In 2010-11, GSP Director Ben Kiernan’s prizewinning book Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide and Extermination from Sparta to Darfur (Yale UP, 2007) appeared in a Swedish translation, Blod och Jord: Historien om folkmord och utrotning, från Sparta till Darfur (Stockholm, Voltairepublishing, 2010, 769 pp.). Italian and Spanish translations of Blood and Soil are in progress. A Spanish-language translation of Kiernan’s 1996 book, The Pol Pot Regime: Race, Power and Genocide in Cambodia under the Khmer Rouge, 1975-1979, was published in Argentina under the title El Régimen de Pol Pot: Raza, poder y genocidio en Camboya bajo el régimen de los Jemeres Rojos, 1975-1979 (Buenos Aires, Prometeo Libros, 2010, 643 pp.) 
The thirty-six GSP Working Papers published since 1998 are accessible online at www.yale.edu/gsp/publications .
The Genocide Studies Seminar Series
During 2010-11, the GSP seminar series operated without a budget due to financial constraints at the MacMillan Center. As Acting Director, David Simon worked to strengthen the network of scholars around campus whose research touches upon genocide. Under his leadership, during the year the Program held 7 brown bag lunches at which GSP affiliates (including, among the presenters, Timothy Snyder, Socheata Poeuv, David Simon, Meghan Lynch) and visiting scholars (Johannes Lang, Nik Brandal, Elisabeth Arnett) provided short overviews of their respective work  and engaged in conversation with other people on campus affiliated or interested in genocide studies. David Simon and Leora Kahn (a past GSP affiliate, now a Fellow of Pierson College at Yale) also helped organize a talk by Philip Gourevitch on Rwanda that was hosted by the St. Thomas More Center in New Haven, on September 27, 2010.

David Simon and Ben Kiernan planned a new GSP seminar series for 2011-12, which will focus on the collection and use of different types of testimony in genocide studies.


GSP Research Projects
The GSP conducts these research projects on various cases or aspects of genocide:

1. The Cambodian Genocide Program (CGP, Director: Ben Kiernan)
2. The Yale East Timor Project, 

3. The Rwandan Genocide Project (Director: David Simon),
4. The Colonial Genocides Project,
5. The Holocaust Trauma Project (Director: Dori Laub), and
6. The Genocide Rescuers’ Project
The GSP website includes products of these projects and other GSP work at www.yale.edu/cgp and www.yale.edu/gsp , two of Yale’s most visited websites. They receive a total of over 1 million hits annually. As in previous years, a Google search for “genocide studies” (conducted January 8, 2011) continued to give the No. 1 ranking to “Genocide Studies Program/Yale University,” among 338,000 results. A Jan. 9, 2011 Google search for “Cambodian genocide” put the “Cambodian Genocide Program/Yale University” in fourth place among 231,000 ranked links, and a search for “genocide” put it in thirty-fourth place among 16,100,000 ranked links. These extensive websites now include homepages in twelve foreign languages. 
Outreach

In New Haven during the year 2010-11, Leora Kahn, director of Proof: Media for Social Justice, displayed a photography exhibit on rescuers (in Rwanda, Poland, Cambodia, and Bosnia) that she had produced while a GSP Visiting Fellow from 2007-2010. The exhibit had premiered in Kigali, Rwanda, in January 2009. In conjunction with the New Haven exhibition, Kahn produced a dramatic reading of the testimonies of some of the people who had engaged in rescuing behavior that were depicted in the exhibit.  The St. Thomas More Center hosted both the exhibit and the performance. 
Leora Kahn also helped the Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration at the U.S. Department of State put together a similar exhibit. 

In July 2011, the Proof exhibition opened in Sarajevo, co-sponsored by the International Committee of the Red Cross and the U.S. Embassy in Bosnia. In November 2011, the exhibition will open in Phnom Penh in combination with workshops conducted by the Cambodia-based NGO, Youth for Peace. 

Leora Kahn received a U.S. Fulbright Award for the fall semester of 2011.

GSP Deputy Director Dr. Dori Laub has worked closely with the International Institute of Connecticut in three political asylum cases, for IIC clients from Rwanda, Bosnia and Sudan. In a pro bono capacity, he provided psychiatric evaluations which substantially supported the claims. Two of the three were granted asylum; the last is pending.

New GSP Grants

In 2010-11, the Jocarno Fund renewed its longstanding generous support for the GSP. With its help, the GSP website now features translations of our webpages in Armenian, French, German, Bahasa Indonesia, Khmer, Portuguese, Spanish, Tetum, Thai, Italian, and Japanese. 

Ben Kiernan and David Simon’s proposal for a new GSP seminar series received Kempf funding from the MacMillan Center for 2011-12.  

GSP Director’s Activities, 2010-11
In 2010-11, Ben Kiernan served on the Editorial Boards of the journals Zeitschrift für Genozidforschung, Critical Asian Studies, and Human Rights Review; and on the Advisory Boards of the Institute for Genocide Awareness and Applied Research (Nova Southeastern University, Ft. Lauderdale, Florida), and of Proof: Media for Social Justice. 
On research leave during the academic year, Kiernan spent the fall semester of 2010 as a Visiting Fellow at the Camargo Foundation in Cassis, France, including several weeks’ research at the Archives Nationales d’Outre-mer in Aix-en-Provence. In October-November 2010 he gave a series of public lectures at universities and other venues in Finland and Sweden. In June and July 2011, he was a Visiting Fellow at the Long Room Hub, Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland. 

Publications, 2010-11
Books:

Blod och Jord: Historien om folkmord och utrotning, från Sparta till Darfur, Stockholm, Voltairepublishing, 2010, 769 pp.
El Régimen de Pol Pot: Raza, poder y genocidio en Camboya bajo el régimen de los Jemeres Rojos, 1975-1979, Buenos Aires, Prometeo Libros, 2010, 643 pp. 
Articles:

“Bombs away! Remember Cambodia” (with Taylor Owen), Asia Times, July 9, 2010 (www.atimes.com/atimes/South_Asia/LG09Df01.html )
“From Irish Famine to Congo Reform: Nineteenth-Century Roots of International Human

Rights Law and Activism,” in Confronting Genocide, ed. René Provost and Payam Akhavan, a volume of the Ius Gentium Comparative Perspectives on Law and Justice series, Springer Dordrecht, Heidelberg, London, and New York, 2011, pp. 13-43. 
“Images of Genocide: A Historical Survey,” in Historia w sztuce, History in Art, Museum of Contemporary Art in Krakow, 2011, pp. 86-121 (English text and Polish translation). 

“Boppekethaa” (Foreword), in Benny Widyono, Saksei Prowattisastr (Historic Witness), Phnom Penh, Center for Khmer Studies, 2011, pp. 17-28 (in Khmer).
Public Presentations, 2010-11
“Blood and Soil: Genocide in World History,” lecture in the Finnish Parliament building annexe, with follow-up comments prepared and delivered by MPs Pekka Haavisto, the European Union’s Special Representative for Darfur, and Ilkka Kantola, Chairman of the Human Rights Group of the Parliament of Finland, Helsinki, October 26, 2010. 

“Genocide and the Cambodian Case,” extended presentation to the Erik Castrén Institute of International Law and Human Rights, Helsinki University, Finland, October 27, 2010.

“Blood and Soil: Genocide in World History,” public lecture, University of Lapland, Rovaniemi, Finland, October 28, 2010. 
“Blood and Soil: Genocide in World History,” public lecture, Living History Forum,  Stockholm, Sweden, November 1, 2010. 
“Cambodia and Pol Pot,” public lecture, Workers’ Educational Association, Stockholm,  Sweden, November 1, 2010.

“Environmental Histories of Cambodia and Viet Nam,” presentation to the Camargo Foundation, Cassis, France, December 2, 2010. 

“Genocide in World History,” presentation to the École Française d’Extrême-Orient, Maison de l’Asie, Paris, January 24, 2011.
“The Elizabethan Conquest of Ireland, 1565-1603,” lecture to the Dingle Historical Society, Dingle Library, Ireland, April 28, 2011. 
GSP Deputy Director’s Activities, 2010-11

Publications, 2010-11
Dori Laub. “Commentary on "Fragmented Testament: Letters Written by World War II Resisters Before Their Execution" by Anne Griffin and Jay Lefer”, Journal of the American Academy of Psychoanalysis and Dynamic Psychiatry, Vol. 38, nr. 2, 2010, pp. 285-290. 

Dori Laub and Federico Finchelstein. “Memory and History from the Past to Future: A Dialogue with Dori Laub on Trauma and Testimony,” in Gutman, Y., Brown, A. D. & Sodaro, A. (Eds.), Memory and the Future: Transnational Politics, Ethics and Society. New York, NY: Palgrave MacMillan, 2010.  
Dori Laub and Johanna Bodenstab, “Forced and Slave Labour in the Context of the Jewish Holocaust Experience,” and “Twenty-five Years Later: Revisiting Testimonies of Holocaust Survivors,” in Hitler's Slaves: Life Stories of Forced Labourers in Nazi-Occupied Europe. Edited by Alexander von Plato, Almut Leh, and Christoph Thonfeld.   New York and Oxford: Berghahn Books, 2010, pp. 364–374 and 426-440.

Public Presentations, 2010-11

October 10, 2010
“The Narrativization of Traumatic Experiences Through Testimony and Strategies of Coping with Crisis and Witnessing”, Studies Association Annual Conference. Oakland, CA 

November 5-7, 2010
“Co-constructing a Narrative: An Analysis of a Videotestimony of a Survivor Treated as Chronically Psychotic (panel)”, International Society for the Psychological Treatment of the Schizophrenias and Other Psychoses. Stockbridge, Massachusetts 

November 11, 2010

“The Narrativization of Traumatic Experiences Through Testimony and Strategies of Coping with Crisis and Witnessing”, at the Images and Narratives of Torture: Relations between Fiction and Reality Symposium, Duesseldorf University, Keynote Address. Düsseldorf, Germany 
February 22, 2011
“Re-establishing the Internal Thou in Testimony of Trauma”, Tel Aviv University, The Van Leer Jerusalem Institute, Trauma Testimony Discourse Conference, Keynote speaker. Jerusalem, Israel 

April 16, 2011
“Re-Establishing the Internal “Thou” Through the Narrativization of Trauma” at Division of Psychoanalysis, 31st Spring Meeting, New York

September 24, 2011
“Traumatic Psychosis: Narrative Form of the Muted Witness” at the Western New England Psychoanalytic Society. New Haven, CT

Yale Classes Taught by GSP Affiliates, 2010-11
David Simon, Political Science 447/African Studies 447, “The Rwandan Genocide In Comparative Context,” Fall 2010.


David Simon, Political Science 347/African Studies 347, “Post-Conflict Politics,” Spring 2011.

Leora Kahn, College Seminar, Trumbull College, “Human Rights and the Media,” Fall 2010. 
Ben Kiernan, History 995, Prospectus Tutorial, Spring 2011. 

