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Yale University has now hosted intensive work in the field of Genocide Studies for fifteen years (1994-2009). In 1994, the Cambodian Genocide Program (CGP) was established at the Yale Center for International and Area Studies (YCIAS), now the MacMillan Center. Since January 1998, the Genocide Studies Program (GSP) has expanded the CGP’s work into general, comparative, interdisciplinary, and policy issues relating to genocide. An affiliate of the Yale Institute for Biospheric Studies and sponsored by the Orville H. Schell, Jr. Center for International Human Rights at Yale Law School, the GSP conducts six research projects, holds regular faculty seminars and conferences at Yale’s Institution on Social and Policy Studies, and maintains an award-winning multi-lingual website www.yale.edu/gsp 

Prof. Ned Blackhawk has joined the GSP Steering Committee, which now comprises:

Ben Kiernan (A.Whitney Griswold Professor of History, Professor of International and Area Studies, Yale), Director

Professor Dori Laub (Psychiatry,Yale), Deputy Director (Trauma Studies)

Professor Ivo Banac (History, Yale) 

Professor Ned Blackhawk (History/American Studies, Yale)

Professor Kai Erikson (Sociology, Yale) 

Professor Geoffrey Hartman (Comparative Literature, Yale)

Professor Paula Hyman (History/Judaic Studies, Yale)

Professor Claude Rawson (English, Yale)                                

Professor James C. Scott (Political Science/Anthropology, Yale) 

Professor Timothy Snyder (History, Yale)

Professor Jay Winter (History, Yale) 
Professor Susan Cook (University of Pretoria, South Africa)

Professor Debórah Dwork (Director, Strassler Family Center for

            Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Clark University) 

Dr. Maryam Elahi (Director emerita, Human Rights Program, Trinity College) 

Staff and Consultants

GSP staff and consultants in 2008-09 included Barbara Papacoda (Business Manager), Abraham Parrish and Stacey Maples (mapping databases), and Molly Simpson (website). 
We particularly wish to thank Frederick J. Iseman, Esq., and Prof. Ian Shapiro, the MacMillan Center’s Henry Luce Director, for their continuing support of the GSP’s work in 2008-09; and the Institution on Social and Policy Studies for hosting the Thursday GSP seminars since 2001.
New GSP Books and Other Publications
In May 2009, GSP Director Ben Kiernan published Erde und Blut: Völkermord und Vernichtung von der Antike bis heute (München, DVA), a German translation of his book Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide and Extermination from Sparta to Darfur (Yale UP, 2007). In June 2009, Erde und Blut won first place in the Sachbuchpreis Die Sachbücher des Monats (Nonfiction Book of the Month Prize), awarded by a distinguished jury sponsored by Süddeutsche Zeitung and NDR Kultur. Italian, Spanish, and Swedish translations of Blood and Soil are in progress. 

Also in the spring of 2009, the GSP published Quiet Genocide: Guatemala 1981-1983, edited by Etelle Higonnet (Transaction Books, New Brunswick, NJ, 2009). 
The GSP’s 36 Working Papers published since 1998 are accessible online at www.yale.edu/gsp/publications .
The Genocide Studies Seminar Series, fall 2008/spring 2009

With renewed support from the MacMillan Center and the Edward J. and Dorothy Clarke Kempf Fund, the GSP held its twenty-second and twenty-third consecutive series of GSP Thursday afternoon seminars. The theme was Genocide, Rescue and Resistance. The GSP has received a grant from the Kempf Fund for a 2009-10 seminar series on Genocide, Modernity and Resistance.
GSP Research Projects

In collaboration with the Interdisciplinary Center for Bioethics at the Institution on Social and Policy Studies, the GSP launched its sixth research project, on rescuers of genocide victims, with a May 2008 colloquium entitled “Rescuers of Genocide Victims: Research Perspectives for the Future.” On May 8, 2009, the GSP and the Center co-organized a second daylong colloquium, “Genocide: Rescue and Prevention” (www.yale.edu/bioethics/genocide.htm )
The GSP conducts these research projects on various cases or aspects of genocide:

1. The Cambodian Genocide Program (CGP), 

2. The Yale East Timor Project, 

3. The Rwandan Genocide Project,  

4. The Colonial Genocides Project, and

5. The Holocaust Trauma Project

6. The Genocide Rescuers’ Project

The GSP website includes products of these projects and other GSP work at www.yale.edu/cgp and www.yale.edu/gsp 

These are two of Yale’s most visited websites, receiving a total of over 1.1 million hits per year. In 2008, the CGP site received over 522,000 page views (including 162,000 homepage hits), and the GSP site, another 593,000 page views (41,300 homepage hits). A Google search for “genocide” on Dec. 22, 2008 put the “Yale Cambodian Genocide Project” in eighth place of its 15,500,000 ranked links. Google searches for “Cambodian Genocide” and “Genocide Studies” continued to give the very first ranking to each of these two Yale programs.

GSP Visiting Fellows, 2008-09

Dr. Christophe Germann, Sorbonne/University of Cambridge
Leora Kahn, Proof: Media for Social Justice
Socheata Poeuv, Khmer Legacies, New Haven

New GSP Grants

In the spring of 2009, Frederick J. Iseman, Esq. made a generous donation to the GSP, adding to his previous gifts which have sustained its work since 1999. We are extremely grateful for this continuing support from Mr. Frederick Iseman. 
In 2008-09, the Jocarno Fund also renewed its longstanding support for the GSP. With its help, the GSP website now features translations of our webpages in Armenian, French, German, Bahasa Indonesia, Khmer, Tetum, Thai, Italian, and Japanese. 
GSP Director’s Activities, 2008-09
In 2008-09, Ben Kiernan served on the Advisory Council and co-chaired the Nominations Committee of the International Association of Genocide Scholars, and served on the Editorial Boards of the journals Genocide Studies and Prevention, Journal of Genocide Research, Zeitschrift für Genozidforschung, Critical Asian Studies, and Human Rights Review. In August 2009, Prof. Kiernan was the Inaugural S.T. Lee Visiting Fellow at the University of Sydney, Australia.
GSP Director’s Publications, 2008-09
Erde und Blut: Völkermord und Vernichtung von der Antike bis heute. Aus dem Englischen von Udo Rennert. Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt Sachbuch, München, Mai 2009. 
 “Iraq: More Cambodia than Vietnam ?,” Overland (Melbourne) 190, autumn 2008 (with Taylor Owen), 51-55.

“Underliggende ideologiske momenter i moderne folkemord: Fra Armenia til Øst-Timor,” and “Kamboja, Øst-Timor og USA,” in Bernt Hagtvet (ed.), Folkemordenes Svarte Bok, Oslo, Universitetsforlaget, 2008, pp. 96-112, 381-408.

“Serial Colonialism and Genocide in Nineteenth-Century Cambodia,” in A. Dirk Moses, ed., Empire, Colony, Genocide: Conquest, Occupation, and Subaltern Resistance in World History, New York, Berghahn, 2008, pp. 205-28.

“Hitler, Pol Pot, and Hutu Power: Common Themes in Genocidal Ideologies,” in Alan S. Rosenbaum, ed., Is the Holocaust Unique ?: Perspectives on Comparative Genocide, Boulder, Co., Westview, 2009, 223-229. 
GSP Director’s Public Presentations, 2008-09
“Blood and Soil: Genocide in World History,” Connecticut College, Henry Luce Lecture sponsored by the Toor Cummings Center for International Studies and the Liberal Arts, September 29, 2008. 

“A World History of Genocide,” keynote lecture at the International Conference, “In the Balance: Humanitarianism and Responsibility,” University of Connecticut, Storrs, October 10, 2008. 

“Blood and Soil: A World History of Genocide,” lecture at Pace University Law School, October 28, 2008.

“Genocide in World History,” Sterling Library public lecture series, SML Lecture Hall, October 29, 2008. 

“Darfur and Genocide Prevention,” address to the Yale chapter of Students Take Action on Darfur, African American Cultural Center, December 5, 2008.
“Blood and Soil: Genocide in World History,” public lecture to the Sydney Democracy Forum, University of Sydney, Australia, August 5, 2009. 
“Aspects of the Prehistory of Viet Nam,” seminar presentation to the School of Geology and Geosciences, University of Sydney, August 7, 2009.

