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Genocide Studies Program

Annual Report 2002-2003

The Genocide Studies Program at the Yale Center for International and Area Studies conducts research, seminars and conferences on comparative, interdisciplinary, and policy issues relating to the phenomenon of genocide, and provides training to researchers from afflicted regions. The GSP, established at YCIAS in January 1998, is an affiliate of the Yale Institute for Biospheric Studies and is sponsored by the Orville H. Schell, Jr. Center for International Human Rights at Yale Law School. The GSP holds weekly faculty seminars at Yale’s Institution on Social and Policy Studies. 

The Steering Committee of the GSP comprises:

                                 Professor Ben Kiernan (History, Yale), Director (on leave, 2003)



         Professor Dori Laub (Psychiatry,Yale), 

Deputy Director (Trauma Studies); Acting Director, 2003

                                 Professor Ivo Banac (History, Yale) 

                                 Professor Kai Erikson (Sociology, Yale) 

                                 Professor Geoffrey Hartman (Comparative Literature, Yale)

                                 Professor Paula Hyman (History/Judaic Studies, Yale)                                 

                                 Professor James C. Scott (Political Science/Anthropology, Yale) 

                                 Professor Jay Winter (History, Yale) 



         Dr. Susan Cook (Brown University/University of Pretoria, S. Africa)

                                 Professor Deborah Dwork (Director, Strassler Family Center for

                                 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Clark University) 

                                 Dr. Maryam Elahi (Director, Human Rights Program, 

Trinity College) 

GSP Visiting Fellows in 2002-03 included:

                                 Philip Verwimp (Catholic University, Leuven, Belgium) 

                                 Octovianus Mote, Papua, Indonesia

                                 Payam Akhavan

         Laura Saldivia, University of Palermo School of Law, Argentina 

                                 Professor John G. Taylor, South Bank University, UK





(spring 2003)

Fall 2002 Seminar Series


The theme of the GSP’s fall semester, the tenth consecutive series of GSP weekly seminars, was ‘Genocide Through the Ages’. The aim of this series was to examine the history of genocide to consider whether twentieth century events were qualitatively or quantitatively different from earlier cases. The fall speakers’ program was as follows:

Genocide Studies Program Fall 2002 Seminar Series

‘Genocide Through the Ages’

Thursdays, 2.30-4.20 p.m., ISPS conference room, 77 Prospect St., New Haven

September 19     Prof. Richard Hovannisian, University of California-Los Angeles
          The 1915 Genocide in the Panorama of Armenian History

September 26      Prof. Claude Rawson, Department of English, Yale University
God, Gulliver and Genocide: Barbarism and the European Imagination, 1492-1945

October 3             Prof. Timothy Snyder, Department of History, Yale University
                        
The Variety of Mass Murder in Ukraine, 1648-1948

                        

October 4             Prof. Leona Toker, Hebrew University of Jerusalem
InterContextuality: Reading Literary Testimonies of the Holocaust with Memoirs of the Gulag

                        (co-sponsored by the Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies)

October 6-7            20th Anniversary Conference of the Fortunoff Video Archive            

'The Contribution of Oral Testimony to Holocaust and Genocide Studies'

October 10            Patricia Klindienst, Writer-in-Residence, Sitka Center for Art and Ecology                        

'The Seed Remembers': Native American and Cambodian Genocide Survivors and their Gardens

                        (co-sponsored by the Council on Southeast Asia Studies at YCIAS)

October 31             Charles Mironko, Anthropology Department, Brown University

                        
Igitero: Means and Motive in the Rwandan Genocide

November 14          Nayan Chanda, Yale Center for the Study of Globalization
                       

Cambodia-Vietnam Relations and the Cambodian Genocide

                        (co-sponsored by the Council on Southeast Asia Studies at YCIAS)

December 5              Laura Saldivia, University of Palermo School of Law, Argentina
                       
 
Putting the "Dirty War" Generals on Trial: 

Moral, Legal and Political Dimensions

Spring 2003 Seminar Series

The GSP’s goal in the spring semester was to enhance our capability to develop strategies of intervention, prevention (and healing) to address contemporary processes of mass violence, most compellingly evidenced in genocide and in the threat of global terrorism.  Detailed scholarly and creative study of these processes may prove to be the most effective way of developing such strategies, in contrast to traditional political and military approaches. The spring semester seminar schedule appears below.  

Genocide Studies Program Spring 2003 Seminar Series

Genocide Today:  Fieldwork and Analysis

Acting Director, Dori Laub

Thursdays 2:30-4:20 p.m., ISPS conference room, 77 Prospect Street, New Haven

January 23
Octovianus Mote, Visiting Fellow, Genocide Studies Program


“Documenting Indonesian Rule in Papua, 1962-2002”

January 30
Laura Saldivia, University of Palermo School of Law, Argentina
“Different Approaches to Transitional Justice:  What does Justice Mean after Genocide?”

February 6
Payam Akhavan, Genocide Studies Program,

“The Emerging International Criminal Justice System:  Mediating Law and Politics in the age of Accountability”

February 13
Benjamin Madley, History Department, Yale University



“Patterns of Colonial Genocides, 1800-1910”

February 27
Professor Jeffrey Alexander, Department of Sociology, Yale


“The ‘Holocaust’ from War Crime to Trauma Drama”

March 6
Philip Boehm and Toni Dorfman, Yale University 



“Words To Outlive Us:  Eyewitness Accounts From The Warsaw Ghetto”

April 3
Professor Robert Sternberg, Department of Psychology, Yale


“The Psychology of Hate”

April 10
Daniel Rothenberg, Agrarian Studies, Yale University

“Making Sense of Genocide:  The Multiple Meanings of “The Ultimate Crime”

April 16 
Prof. John G. Taylor, South Bank University, London
                        “Documenting Indonesian Rule in East Timor, 1975-1999”

                        (co-sponsored by the Council on Southeast Asia Studies at YCIAS)

This seminar series involved close scrutiny of the methodology itself -- the fieldwork of the individual scholar or discipline.  It provided an opportunity to examine not only what data is gathered, but how such data is gathered and what sources can be tapped, for what purposes.  Examples were the documented judicial processes in Argentina, diaries found in the rubble of the Warsaw ghetto, interviews with indigenous tribespeople in Papua, archival material from anti-colonial uprisings in South West Africa, Tasmania and California, a psychological taxonomy (of hate), changes in media reports and representations of the Holocaust over half a century, etc.  While the historical development provided a framework to all such projects, the heterogeneity of the source material provided an opportunity to examine the potential riches and the particular advantages but also the possible pitfalls inherent in each unique methodological approach. The product was a multifaceted, mutually enhancing mosaic of scholarly knowledge, a condition that allows for emergence of an interdisplinary whole or “Gestalt”.

The April 11th full-day conference which followed the spring semester, was funded by the Coca-Cola World Fund at YCIAS, and co-sponsored by Yale’s Judaic Studies Program. It abruptly shifted the focus to one particular though central aspect of the phenomenon of mass violence -- the mind of the perpetrator -- trying to spell out from that specific perspective commonalities and differences between the phenomena of genocide (the case of Nazi terror in particular) and that of global terrorism.  This conference was intended to serve as a springboard to the GSP’s Fall 2003 lecture series, dealing with the same topic.

In light of the recent increase in the frequency of deadly terrorist attacks in different countries of the world, Indonesia, Kenya, Saudi Arabia, and Morocco, to name a few, that seem to have a common origin, and in light of the repeated warnings of such future attacks, the topic of the April 11th conference and the GSP fall seminar series, seemed very timely. In order for us to understand and be equipped to address these recent ominous phenomena, we must become acquainted with the motivational forces that operate in individuals and in groups that carry out these acts, and in societies that lend their support to them.  Well-known, time-honoured paradigms no longer suffice.  

The April 11 conference, at which many Yale faculty presented papers (see conference schedule, below) paid particular attention to the specific case studies of the Nazi terror and current global terrorism.  The keynote speaker who started the conference, attempted to highlight connecting threads between the two. The scope widened for other instances of genocidal violence and to societal changes that may have influenced their emergence.  A senior Yale faculty member, Prof. Arjun Appadurai, provided very thoughtful and thought-provoking concluding remarks.  There were also nine other panelists.  One speaker came form Germany, two held appointments at Yale and at German universities and the other speakers were faculty members at Yale and other universities in the U.S.  Political views were divergent and the debate was lively with active participation from the audience.  Fifty to sixty people participated, many coming from out of state. 

Genocide and Terrorism - Probing the Mind of the Perpetrator

Genocide Studies Program conference: April 11, 2003
Whitney Humanities Center, Wall Street, New Haven, Room 208
________________________________________________________________________

9:00

   Introduction  Dori Laub, Psychiatry, Yale University (Convenor)
9:15

   Keynote Address

· Matthias Kuntzel, Political Scientist and Writer, Hamburg, Germany

Islamic Terrorism and Anti-Semitism: The Mission against Modernity

10:00-12:00
   Panel: Nazi Perpetrators

· Dori Laub, Chair

· Bernard Giesen, Sociology, Yale University




The Trauma of the Perpetrator

· Ernst Prelinger, Psychiatry, Yale University




Thoughts on Hate and Emptiness

· Aleida Assmann, History, Yale University

The Discrepancy between Official and Social Memory in German after WWII
12:00-12:30
   Discussion  (Lunch 12:30 - 2:00)

 2:00-3:30
   Panel: Global, Non State Terrorism

· Ben Kiernan, Chair

· Dr. Mazin Qumsiyeh, Palestine Right to Return Coalition

What are the differences and similarities between state and non-state terrorism?

· Raphael Israeli, History, Wesleyan University

Islamikaze and its Ramifications

· Juan Cole, History, University of Michigan

Muhammad Atta’s ‘Doomsday Document:’ The Psychology of Religious Terrorism

 3:30-5:00
     Panel: Paradigms of Massive Violence
· Arjun Appadurai, Chair
· Martha Bragin, Psychoanalysis, IPTAR
      The Individual in a Violent World
· Charles Mironko, Anthropology, Visiting Fellow Watson Institute, Brown University
     State of Mind: Comparing Genocide Perpetrators in Rwanda in 1994 and Al Qu’aeda Operatives in the East African Bombings of 1998

5:00-5:30
Concluding Remarks, Arjun Appadurai

Reflections on Excesses

   5:30-6:15
      Discussion (Reception 6:15-6:45)
The GSP’s fall 2003 seminar series will continue this debate by focusing in depth on specific case studies from a variety of perspectives from the historical, anthropological, and sociological to the psychological and psychoanalytic.  Twelve speakers from all over the U.S. will participate and one speaker currently studying in Japan. Tsarist Russia, Nazi occupied Europe, the Middle East, Ireland, WWII Japan, and the U.S. are regions from which case studies of Genocide and Terrorism have been drawn.

Grants, Special GSP Projects, Books, and Lectures

The GSP received several new grants for special projects in 2002-03. These included grants from the Jocarno Fund for the GSP’s East Timor Genocide Documentation Project, and from the Yale Institute of Biospheric Studies, in collaboration with the Center for Earth Observation, for the creation of satellite mosaic images of the following countries and regions before, during, and after genocide: Cambodia, East Timor, Rwanda, Bosnia, Guatemala, Sudan and West Papua (Indonesia). These images are now accessible on the enhanced GSP website, at www.yale.edu/gsp
The first of four GSP-funded graduate students obtained the Ph.D. degree at Yale University’s spring 2003 graduation ceremony. Soner Cagaptay, who received a one-year GSP Mellon Foundation dissertation fellowship in 2000-01, successfully defended his History dissertation, “Crafting the Turkish Nation: Kemalism and Turkish Nationalism in the 1930s,” a study of the forging of modern Turkey under Kemal Ataturk in the aftermath of the Armenian genocide. Other GSP-funded graduate students are completing dissertations in the Departments of Political Science, Sociology, and Anthropology, on topics related to Burma, Bosnia, and Rwanda.

GSP Director Ben Kiernan published two edited anthologies in 2002-03. These were Conflict and Change in Cambodia, for which he won the Critical Asian Studies Prize for 2002, and The Specter of Genocide (Cambridge University Press, 2003), which Publishers’ Weekly said “can be recommended as a companion to classic titles like Hannah Arendt’s Eichmann in Jerusalem” (April 21, 2003).

Prof. Kiernan lectured on “Genocide and Resistance in East Timor and Cambodia” at the East Asian Institute at Columbia University on September 30, 2002, and to the International Studies Program, Ohio University, on November 8, 2002. He traveled to Norway to give lectures on “Twentieth Century Genocides: Underlying Ideological Themes from Armenia to East Timor,” and “The Cambodian Genocide”, to the Political Science Department, Oslo University, on October 18 and 21, 2002. He chaired a panel at the twentieth anniversary conference of the Fortunoff Video Archive of Holocaust Testimonies, at Yale’s Sterling Memorial Library, on October 7, 2002, and gave a presentation on “The Genocide of Native Americans,” at the Yale Forum on Indigenous People’s Day, on October 14, 2002.  Prof. Kiernan also lectured on “Genocide in Cambodia and East Timor” at Vassar College on 8 April 2003. He presented a paper on “External and Indigenous Sources of Khmer Rouge Ideology,” at the London School of Economics conference on The Cold War and the Third Indochina War, May 13-16, 2003. He gave the plenary address at the biennial conference of the International Association of Genocide Scholars, in Galway, Ireland, on June 8, and also presented a paper comparing Native American and Aboriginal Genocides in a conference panel on Indigenous Peoples.

Prof. Kiernan visited East Timor in July 2003 for discussions at the UN-sponsored Truth, Reception and Reconciliation Commission (CAVR) in Dili, and an interview with President Xanana Gusmao. Kiernan and Yale History graduate student Benjamin Madley also attended and presented papers at a Sydney University conference on “Genocide and Colonialism” held from 18-20 July 2003. In Canberra, Prof. Kiernan delivered the Seventh Freilich Foundation Lecture on Bigotry and Tolerance, “Genocide and Resistance in Cambodia and East Timor,” at the Australian National University on July 22, 2003. At Melbourne University, he delivered lectures to the Melbourne Irish Studies Seminar, on “The Elizabethan Conquest of Ireland: Ideology and Violence” (August 19), and to the Monash University Centre of Southeast Asian Studies, on “Genocide and Resistance in Cambodia and East Timor” (August 21). 

GSP Director’s Publications, 2002-03

Books and Monographs:

The Pol Pot Regime: Race, Power and Genocide in Cambodia under the Khmer Rouge, 1975-1979, by Ben Kiernan (New Haven, Yale University Press, second edition, 2002).

Conflict and Change in Cambodia, edited by Ben Kiernan, special issue of Critical Asian Studies, 34:4, December 2002, pp. 483-622. 

The Specter of Genocide: Mass Murder in Historical Perspective, edited by Robert Gellately and Ben Kiernan, New York, Cambridge University Press, 2003.

Articles and book chapters:

“Preface to the Second Edition” of The Pol Pot Regime, 2002, pp. ix-xv.

“Cover-up and Denial of Genocide: Australia, the USA, East Timor and the Aborigines,” Critical Asian Studies, 34:2, June 2002, pp. 163-192. (Also “Australia, East Timor, and the Aborigines: Genocide, Denial and Disclosure,’ Overland, no. 167, July 2002, 23-38.)

“‘Collateral Damage’ Means Real People,” Bangkok Post, 20 October 2002, p. 3.

“Studying the Roots of Genocide,” in Will Genocide Ever End ?, edited by Carol Rittner, J.K. Roth, and James M. Smith (St. Paul, MN, Paragon House, 2002), pp. 141-45.

“Conflict in Cambodia, 1945-2002”, Critical Asian Studies, 34:4, December 2002, pp. 483-95; introductory notes to documents, pp. 496, 611-12.

“From Cambodia to Iraq: The USA and International Law,” Bangkok Post, 11 May 2003.

“Conflict in Cambodia,” in Kai Ambos and Mohamed Othman, eds., New Approaches in International Criminal Justice: Kosovo, East Timor, Sierra Leone, and Cambodia (Freiburg im Bresgau: Max Planck Institute for International Criminal Law, 2003).

“The Study of Mass Murder and Genocide,” and “Investigating Genocide,” with Robert Gellately, Introduction and Conclusion to The Specter of Genocide, pp. 3-26.

“Twentieth Century Genocides: Underlying Ideological Themes from Armenia to East Timor,” in The Specter of Genocide, pp. 29-51.

GSP Deputy Director’s Publications, 2002-03

Dori Laub, “Erinnerungsprozesse bei Uberlebenden und Tatern” in Das Vermachtnis

annehmen-Kulturelle und biographische Zugange zum Holocaust-Beitrage aus

den USA und Deutschland. Brigitta Huhnke und Bjorn Krondorfer (Hg.), eds., Psychosozial-Verlag, 2002, pp. 251-273.

Dori Laub and Susanna Lee, “Thanatos and Massive Psychic Trauma,” Journal of the American Psychoanalytic Association, No. 2, 2003.

Dori Laub, September 11, 2001,  “An Event Without a Voice” in “Trauma at Home”  Judith Greenberg, ed., University of Nebraska Press, 2003.

GSP Deputy Director’s Public Lectures, 2002,03

October 27, 2002
Final Discussant at New York University Conference, “The Faces of Genocide:  Victims, Perpetrators, Bystanders, Witnesses, and Resistors:  A Multidisciplinary Exploration”, New York, NY

November 22, 2002
Presentation at Deutsche Psychoanalytiche Vereinigung, “Traumatic Shutdown of Narrative and Symbolization- a Death Instinct Derivative?”


Frankfurt, Germany

December 6, 2002   
Presentation at The William Alanson White Institute, “Trauma as a Way of Not Being Able to Create Narratives”, New York, NY

January 24, 2003
Presentor at the symposium, “Terrorism:  New Psychoanalytic Views,”




Winter 2003 meeting of “The American Psychoanalytic Association”




New York, NY

May 16, 2003
Presentation at The New York Academy of Medicine and IPTAR, “Knowing Terrible Things:  Engaging Survivors of Extreme Violence in Treatment”




New, York, NY

